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. NE Sk think that the 
? Abdicated Author of the 
Scourge ſhould have got- 
ten rid of one tangl'd 

„ Skein, before he had ham: 
74 per'd Himſelf i in another. 


Is was remark: ble in his Caſe, more 
than in any I have yet ſeen, during the 
Preſent Adminiſtration, That while this 


BO A . furious 


LY 


(4) 


furious Gentleman wrote the Scourge, they 
} let him go on a great Length; nay indeed, 
| farther than any Man was ever ſuffer'd in 
ſo Publick a Manner to go before in Rai- 
ling, either directly or obliquely, at the Pre. 
ſent Government and Eſtabliſhment, both of 
Civil and Religious Affairs; and as he was 
beneath the Labour of Wiſemen to obſerve 
upon bim, fo he was a great while the g 
Contempt and Pity of the Government, ra- f 
ther than an Object of their Reſentment, 
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Till refolv'd to provoke Juſtice, beyond | 
the Fower of Reſtraint, and deſcending oc 
throw ing Dirt and Slander in a moſt Inju- 5 
rious and Unſufferable Manner, upon a 

* whole Nation's Eſtabliſhment; Heaping- 

| . up 4 Load of Iafamous and Groundleſs 

WM) Falſhoods and Calumny againſt the Church 
of Scotland, tho? ſettled by the moſt folema © 
| Convention, or Capitulation that it was 

{ -- poſſible ſhould be made between two Na- 

| tions; and endeavouring in ſo open a Man- 

* ner to vilify the Miniſters and People of 

B; Scotland, with Things which it is utterly 
wii fible he could prove, becauſe really 
lie in themſelves: Jultice hereupon rous'd 

[ it ſelf, and his Emiſſarics and Inſtruments 
being laid hold on, preſently diſcover'd 


um, and let the Government know to their 
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Surpriſe, That it was an Engliſh Clergyman 
| who had been capable of diſhonouring his 
Cloth to that Pegree, ſo as to deſcend 
from the Bleſſed Office of a Chriſtian Mi- 
niſter, and a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, to 
the Helliſh Degeneracy of ſlandering Inno- 
cent Men, abandoning Truth, Charity, 
and ihe peaceable Diſpoſition of a Spiritual 
Guide, and deſcending to the meaneſs (the 
ſordid, unbecoming Meaneſs) of Lying and 
| Railing, which I may without Injury to 
Him, fay, runs thro? the Body of all his 

Writings. . . IF 


No ſooner was the Perſon known, and 
his Crime detected, but his Guilt reproach. 
ing Him, and knowing that Sin and Shame 
go together, he fled from Juſtice, not be- 
ing ignorant of what he ought to expect, 
if he was brought to a State of receiving 
his Due; and alſo not being able to hold 
up his Face to the Truth of what he had 
aſſerted, againſt the People of Scotland, 
which he knew was a Rhapſody of forg'd 
and ſlanderous Stories, which one can hard- 
ly ſuppoſe he had ever ſo much as heard 
told Him; and yet ſhould I ſuppoſe it 
from the great Deſire I have to excuſe his 
ralh and unthinking Conduct; yer I muft 
add, That it is evident, he enquir'd no far- 
| „ ther 
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(6) 


ther for the Proof of Fact, than his Hearſay 


from the ſcandalous Tongue of a Slanderer ; 


That he offer'd no Evidence in Publick of 
what he had ſaid; and this alone really 
gives Him the Sands) of being one, who 
taking Reproach upon Truſt, has ſlandered 
his Neighbour, without being able to offer 


in Evidence any Thing ſufficient, either to 


juſtify his own Conduct, or to fix the Ac- 


cuſation on thoſc he has abuſed, 


For this he is juſtly under Proſecution, 
and having 45 wee abſconded, is fled 


from juſtice; under this Particular, one 


would have thought, as I ſaid, That he 
ſhould have been the leſs forward to exert 


the ſame Spirit of Slander, and run a Muck 
as it were, at all Profeſſions and Perſua - 


ſions in the Kingdom; at all Opinions, and 
all Farties but his own. 


But Tempers like his are gencrally In- 
_ corrigible, and the ſtepping into one Broil. 


leads them into another, and fo it is with 


Him; for in his very State of Abſence, 


while he diſappears from 4 eftminſter-Hall, 


and cannot ſhew his Face in the Pulpit a- 
mong his Pariſhioners, or in Converſation _ 
among his Neighbours; ; I ſay, In this State 


of Diſappearing from among his Hearers, 


he 
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29 
he appears on a ſudden to his Readers, in 
a moſt ſcandalous Libel againſt the Dz/- 
ſenters, a TraQ equally ſcandalous with his 
Sccurge, and for which he well deſerves 
a real, not a Typical, or Hieroglyphical 
Scourge; and in the mean Time, I ſhall en- 
deavour to make his Merit appear from his 
own Work; not that I ſhall enter into the 
Muſter- Roll of his Collections, there is no 
need of that; but I ſhall take the Man, 


and his Deſign, and his Performance, in 


the Groſs, as they he altogether, and as 
they deſcribe themſelves; and when the 
Picture is drawn, it may happen, the poor 
Man may know Himſelf by his Likeneſs, 
better than he did before: At leaſt he may 
with Juſtice ſay, as a certain Lady did, 
who was before as Proud as ſhe was Hand- 
ſom, looking in the Giaſs after having had 
the Small-Fox, Lord, How ugly I am! 


He has now ſent forth the Production 
of his Retreat; either it is to dip Himſelf 
deeper in the Mire than he was betore, that 


1 he might be thought quite Mad, and fo 


may ſeem to merit ſome Pity, and be let 
e.ſcape from Puniſhment that Way; or, 

That he thinks to plead another kind of 
5 Merit with a Party, that he may, if poſſi- 
ble, make Himſelf Popular, and be 27 
| 1 85 or. 
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(89 
for a Champion of the Church: God Help 
her, if a Mouth full of Curſing and Bitter- 
neſs muſt be her Vindicator, and if Lies and 
Slander muſt be her Vindic ation. 


But in Pointing-Out this Man's Perſor- 
mance to the World, I have a Task the 
moſt unpleaſant that it is poſſible to en- 
gage in: Had the Man acted on the 
Grounds of Common Senſe, there had been 
ſome Application requir'd to ſearch Mat- 
ters of Fact, and diſpute againſt either the 
Premiſes or the Conſequences of his Diſ- 
courſe ; but to be bound to anſwer a Fool, 
as Solomon lays, It is but ro make Himſelf 
_ wiſe in his own Conceit. th? 


And yet ſomething muſt be ſaid to this 
Man, if it be only for his much babling ; 
and therefore examining into the Libel he 
has Publiſhed, I muſt ſee if there be any 
thing in it worth any ones Notice, which 
I muſt own will be very hard to make out. 


His Title is bluſtring enough, and begins 
with that Eminent, and now truly obſolete 
Phraſe, The Danger of the Church: Had not 
theſe Words been already ſo long in the 
Mouths of Fools, till Wiſemen are aſham'd 
of them, I dare ſay this Sconrger would 
: 85 never 
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C31. 
never have made his Whip of ſuch Thongs; 
certainly he muſt have forgotten that a 


Diſſenter would moſt naturally tell him, 


That he ſeem'd to be one of thoſe, who 


thought the Church to be always in Dan- 


. 


ger from Proteſtant Diſſenters; but not at 


all in Danger from Fopiſh Rebels: That 
were frighted at Diſſenters joyning a Pro- 


teſtant King; but nor at all at High-Church 


Rebels fighting for a Popiſh Pretender: That 
thought it davgerous to have Proteſtant 
Diſſenters take Part with the Moderate 


Churchmen, in Defence of the Hanover 


. 


: 
c 


Succeſſion ; but not dangerous to have the 
High- Church joyn with Nox;arors and Pa- 
piſts, to pull down the Proteſtant Succeſſin, 
upon which the Church of Euglaud's Hu- 
mane Eſtabliſhment is built, as upen a 
Foundation; and which if it ſhould be o- 
', verthrown, every one might know what 
the Circumſtance of the Church of England 
Would be, and how improbable ic would 
be that ſuch an Intereſt could uphold her, 


It is of this kind, that our new Champi- 


on diſcovers Himſelf to be, thro? the whole 
Tenor of his Writings, as will evidently ap- 
: . when he comes to the Bar, to anſwer 


for them; but now he has turn'd his Wea- 


pons another way, and fights in a Cauſe 


B Which 
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. —A So hs Woe 
which he thinks he runs no Hazard in, tho! 
even now he may be miſtaken ; for in this 
dirty Quarrel, tho? he may not loſe his Ears, 
as he deſerves; yet I am ſure he will loſe 
his Honeſty, if he had any; and load Him. 
felf with all the Dirt and Filth which he 
would fain make to ſtick upon his Neigh- 

10 bours: It cannot be otherwiſe, while he 

vl takes ſuch Methods to defame and ſlander 

bother People, and yet pretends at the ſame 

#Z i time, That his Views are conſiſtent with 

1 the Piety of a good Chriſtian, and the Loy- 

. alty of a good Subject: Are Falſities and 
5 Forgeries conſiſtent with the Office of a 
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| Clergyman, of the Church of Exgland, 
| ih which this Man boaſts of? Is Slander and 


Misconſtruction, wreſting Words, miſap- 
plying the Intention of the Speaker, and 
:mpoſing the Senſe, for which thoſe Words „ 
are neither apt, or were intended; is this 
0 agreeable to the Candour and Integrity of 
a Miniſter, the Manner of a Gentleman, 
or the Charity and Juſtice of a Chriſtian ? 
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I It is therefore not to be expected that J 
ſhould treat this Man as any of theſe, but 
as an Unchriſtian Fury, a Man that hass 
forgot the Dignity of his Office, and what 
it is, the Cloth he wears ought to put him 
in mind of: A Man abandon'd to may 3 
„ | N Cat 3; 


(1) 


that is demented, and throws Fire-brands, 


Arrows, and Death; as ſuch he ought to 
be mark'd, that every Man who meets him 


ſhould know him, and know how to deal 


with, or avoid him: And this may beſt be 


done, and with the moſt eaſe, only by 


turning him a little Inſide. Out, as the Learn- 


ed call it, which I ſhall do effectually: But 
not to do him the Injuſtice he does others, 
I ſhall repreſent him to Himſelf in his own 
Colours, by his own Works; and letting 


his Raillery at the Scots Presbyterians alone, 


for the Preſent, becauſe it ſeems to be in a 


Courſe of Juſtice, and that he will hear of 


it another way; but I come directly to his 


preſent outragious Libel, which he calls, 


| The Danger of the Charch's E ſtabliſhment, 
From the Inſolence of Proteſtant Diſſenters, 


To begin with his Introduction; he ad- 


dreſſes Himſelf to Sir Joha Smith, who, as 
he ſays, [nform'd againſt him at the Ring's- 


Bench Bar: It is true, The Paper call'd the 
Scoarge was Preſented by the Grand- Jury of 
- Weſtminſter, as the Works of an Incendiary, 
2 Lileller, an Embroiler of the Nation; nov 
the ignorant Author has entangled Himſelf 
in his rough Compliment to Sir oha Smith, 
by putting it upon an Iſſue, wherein he is 
Caſt by his own Verdict, or elſe he has Ar- 
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E323. | 

- raign'd the whole Grand-Jury of Defama- 
tion, Ex ore tuo: Let his own Words be 

the Sentence, 


« Worſhi oful Ss thus profane, thus 
Deſperate Walt have been the Deſign of 
my Writings, thus muſt T have renounc'd 
the Obligation of my own Orders, if I 
deſer vd juſtly the Cenſures of ſo Weigh- 
ty a Body as that Honourable Grand- 
Jury; if I felt within my ſelf the Guilt 
of that dreadful Charge of Bla ſphemy 
and Sedition, of being a Libeller, an In- 
cendiary, an Embroiler of the Nation, 
which were the Hard Words that I am 
informed, ſo ornamentally follow'd the 
Preſentment and ſo importunately de- 

manded 4 Proſecution”. 


' Whether is Addreſs be Us a Comal, 


ment to, or a ſcurrillous Banter upon the 


| Worſhipful Sir John Smith, let the Reader 


judge, by his telling Sir John Smith, how 
ornamentally the Epithets of Incendiary, Ly. 


beller, Embroiler, & c. followd the Ne 


went of the Grand Jury. 


But leaving his Manners, ſor of them 
we can ſay little, I come to talk with him 
on Things, which at leaſt ſhould be of more 


Weight 
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0 13 * 
Weight to him than all the Ceremony of 
his Behaviour, and that is the Conſcience 


of his Actings, the Truth and Juſtice of 


his Calumny in the Libel now before me: 
As to the Senſe and Connection of Things, 
that the Reader may take into Conſidera- 
tion as I go on; for it mult be acknowledg'd 
he is moſt Profound in that Part, Upon 


many Occaſions, | 


The Deſign of his whole Libel, 
bring in the Proteſtant Diſſenters, as Perſons 
who have now, within theſe Two Years, 


even ſince mg George s Reign, © Attempted 


to ſubvert the Liturgy, the Canons, Arti- 
« cles, and the whole Diſcipline of the 
« Charch of England; To Ruin the Repa-. 


„ zation of the Univerſities and the Epiſco- 


e pal Clergy, and to 7nflame the Minds of 
c the Pes:/e againſt the EftabliſÞ'd Form of 
6c Church. Government | in this Kingdom”. i 


'To bring chin landable Deſign to paſs, 


| his Methods are as wonderful as his Under- 
taking; for he has muſter'd together all 


the Pamphlets he can lay his Hands on, out 
of which he has ſingled out ſuch Paragraphs 
as he thinks for his T urn; and having dif- 
joynted them from all the Explanations 
F Which they were ſurrounded, and 
guarded, 


1 / 
CE —. —— ——— 


| (14 ) _ 
. guarded, from all the Connections with 
i Things which went before them, or came 
1 after them; and from the true Intent and 
Meaning of the Expreſſions themſelvee, has 


brought them in like a Cloud of Witneſſes, 
1 to prove the mighty Accuſation againſt the 
jo Diſſenters: Theſe like a skilful General, 0 
nin ſuch a ſcandalous War, he draws up in 
Squadrons, to attack the whole Body of the 
Diſſenters, with their own Weapons, and 
Fire upon them from their own Bat- 
teries, turning all the Canon back upon 
themſelves; which it muſt be own'd, were 
it perform'd as well as it was luſtily pro- 
miſed, would be the true Way indeed of 
attacking his Oppoſers, Eo 


But in what an impotent, tho' malicious 
Manner he performs all this, we ſhall ſee 1 
by examining a few of his ſpiteful Quotati- F 
ons, and obſerving how aptly he has made 
them anſwer the End for which he brings 
them upon the Stage, PRs 


But to leave him a while to Himſelf, 
and come back to the Diſſenters, upon 
whom this railing Accuſation is thrown, 
and againſt whom it is all levell'd. It is 
no Prejudice to the Work before me, to 
grant, That there may be ſeveral unguard- 


a 


e 
ed Expreſſions, ſeveral unjuſlifiable Excur- 
| fions, ſeveral Things ſpoken raſhly, which 


in a Conteſt that has been carryed on with 


ſo much Paſſion againſt the Diſſenters, and 


wherein they have been ſo long ill-treated, 


and ſo unjuſtly charg'd as Enemies to Go- 
verment and Monarchy , Murtherers of 


King Charles the Firſt, rebellious in Princi- 


ples, ſeditious in practice; where ſuch in- 


jurious and provoking Speeches, ſuch ſcur- 


rillous Revilings have been uſed, and made 


familiar 500 them, I fay, many Speeches 
and Expreſſions may be ſuppoſed to have 
fallen from the Mouths or Pens of their 


Authors, which might want {ome Excule. 


The Uſage which the iſomers have re. 


ceiv'd by the High-Charch Scriblers in Par- 


ticular, for ſome Years paſt; and eſpecially 


within the time that this Author takes up- 


on him to ſpeak of, I mean His Preſent 


Majeſty's Reign, has been eminently ſcan- 


dalous; the very Time when the King was 
inſulted by this High Church Party, in their 


Rabbles and Tumults ; and was threaten'd 


openly with that very Rebellion which after. 
wards followed, and which they did their ut. 
moſt at that Time to encreaſe; then the Dz/- 

fenters were rabbl'd all over the Kingdom, 

their Windows broken, their Houſes aſſaul. 
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K 
ted, their Perſons abuſed, their Meeting- 
Places rifled, ruin'd, and many demoliſh'd, 
in Breach not of the Toleration only, but 
even of the Common Peace, in Defiance of 
the Laws, and indeed, of the Perſon and 
Authority of the King. e 


- When upon all Occaſions they expreſs'd 
their ſteady Adherence to King George, and 
their Reſolution to ſpend their Lives in his 


Defence, at that very Time they were 


charg'd with Faction and Sedition ; nay, 
and even calPd Factors of Rebellion: As if a2 
Party of Faithful Subjects, who were more 
particularly malign'd by theſe Men for 
their Zeal to the King's Intereſt, were 
therefore to be expos'd to the Fury of the 
People, and that the King's Party could be 
thus call'd a Faction. 


Thr? the whole Rebellion, the Diſſen- 


ters, tho? in a particular Manner forward 


to venture their all, in Defence of the Con- 


ſtitution, in which by the Way, the Safety 


of the Church of Exgland conſiſts, yet were 


the Object of the Indignation of the High» 
Churchmen ; and they even ſcorn'd the 
Aſſiſtance that was given by them, tho? it 
was againſt Papiſts, Jacobites, and Rebels; 
and they were even :cpretented more as 


danger- 
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dangerous to the Church of Ezgland, than 
the Pretender and Popery, e 


Upon all Occaſions the High Churchmen 
have endeavour'd to ruin them, as well 
with the Government, as with the People; 

' and have dreſs'd them up in all the moſt 

firighiful Figures by their ſcurrillous Wri- 

; rings, that could poſſibly be done, as if they 
had only intended to prepare the People to 
tear them in Pieces, whenever Power to 
do fo ſhould come into their Hands 


\. Were I to bring a Liſt of all the Unjuſti- 
fable, Unchriſtian Slanders and Reproaches, 
| Which the Diſſenters have born by this Me- 
thod, and on this Account, from the Li- 

bels, from the Pulpits, and in the Writings 

of the High- Church Clergy ; this Libeller 

* might not be at a Lols to {ce a very good 
© Reaſon, why theſe again ſhouid repreſent 

his Party of High-Church Firebrands, as 
they really ceſerve; and why all, or moſt 
Part of the Quotations which he has quo- 
ted were Publiſhed, ſeeing nothing is more 
certain, than That the High-Church Cler- 
gy in General, have been Aggreſſors in all 

__ theſe; and have to the Higheſt, and moſt 
Duſufferable Degree, inſulted not the Di- 

ſſenters only, but even the King Himſelf, as 


(18) 


if te Church of England, of which His 
Majeſty is the True Defender, were not in 
Danger from one of them only, but equally 


from them both; the Iaſtances of this are 
ſo frequent in their Writings, that they 
need no Repetition; and I could fully an- 
ſwer this Libel by a Recrimination, and 
_ muſter up ſuch Particulars, and fo ſcanda- 


lous, That any one that reads them muſt 


bluſh at the Repetition; but I deſire to aſ- 

fiſt to cover the Nakednels of theſe Men, 
rather than as ny do by o ork . Vie.) 
Expos | It. 


But when theſe Things are conſider'd, 1 
think ſome Eminent Particulars, to the 
Confufon of this Author, will moſt natu- 


rally follow, Which are to the Preſent Pur- 
pole, and for which I mention it here, 


Cviz.) 1. That this might paſs as a Juſtifia- | 


ble Reaſon, and a fair Accouat of moſt of 
the Particulars, which he has muſteyd up 
to faſten his Calumny upon the Diſſenters; 


and the High-Party being thus the Aggrel- 
fors, the Diſſenters ought to be look d upon 
as People acting in their own Defence, in 
what they may have ſaid. (2.) That even 


where the Particular Quotations are right 


apply'd by this Accuſer of the Brethren ; 


yet even there he will tind, that generally 


ſpeaking } 


13 
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ſpeaking, all, or the moſt Part of what he 


alledges, is only ſpoken to, meant of, and 
pointed directly at theſe very High Flying pas 
ging Party- men in the Church of England; 


jo that not the Church it ſelf, not the Come 


ſtitmion, or Eſtabliſhment of the hurch, 


is in the leaſt attempted, as is his Pre- 


tence: Not the Clergy in General, as a 
Clergy; not the Doctrine or Piſcipline, or 
Government of the Church is meant, or 1n 
the leaſt attempted ; but this wie ked de- 
gencrated Church Fect on, who inſalently, 
2nd unjuſtiy call themſelves the Church, 
and vet can take Arms againit their Lay 


ful King, embrace Rebellion, Fight for Pa. 


per y, Head Fe Dion, and encourage Rab- 
Dles, to the Piſturbing the General Peace, 
and too truly Endangering the Church of 


Exgland Theſe are the Men againſt whom 
theſe Diſſeners have appear'd, at whom 


molt of the Expreſſions quoted by this Son 
of Slander are pointcd, and who he would 
tain bring in to be call! 9 the Church of Exg- 


land. (30 Feſides, theſe Diſſenting Wri- 


ters, who he quotes, have always taken 
a Liberty to expole thoſe Clergymen of the 
Church of Exgland, of whom God knows, for 


Want of a due Viſitation, and exact Execu- 


tion of Diſcipline, there are too many to be 
found | in all Parts of this Kingdom, whoſe 


C2 Lives 
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VVV 
Lives are a Scandal to the Church, and 
whoſe Wickedneſs is ſo flagrant, and ſo un- 
puniſhed, that there ſeems to be no other 
way to defend the People from the ill Con- 
ſequences of it, but to expoſe it, as it 
deſerves. I ep a dl Bs 


Take then out of the Liſt of his Seandal 
theſe three Things, and all that relate to, or 
depend upon them, and all the reſt will a- 
mount to ſo very ſmall a Number, and of 
ſo little Cunſequence, That they will be 
far from juſtifying the Scurtillity and Rage 
Which this Incendiary perſecutes the Diſſen- 
ters with. (4.) To look a little nearer to 
Him, I muſt add another Article, ( viz.) 
J muſt be allow'd to take out of his Liſt, 
all thoſe Quotations of his, which are no- 
thing at all to the Purpoſcs for which they 
are quoted; which are very many, and will 
leſſen his Muſter. Roll exceedingly ; I fay, 
When theſe are all remov'd, his Malice will 
appear ſo much, and his Weapons ſo few, 
That all that was formidable in Him will be 
dwindled into nothing. 


Laſtly, To his great Misfortune, ſome of 
the Pamphlets and Authors he has quoted, 1 

believe, are not written by Piſſenters, but by 

Church of Exgland Men; nor has he, 1 


( 21 ) 
all bis Libel, offer'd to prove, That any of 
the Authors are D.ſenters; except that ſome 
are known to be ſo by their Names, where- 
fore it is but juſt to demand of Him, How 
he proves the ſeveral Pamphlets, and Books, 
to which he has prefix'd no Name, to be 
written by Diſſenters; and till he does, all 
the Charge drawn from them, is a begging 
the Queſtion in the moſt groſs and wicked 
Manner imaginable, 


I return therefore to his Libel, and begin 
With the Examination of his Quotations, in 
which I ſhall firſt give a few of them, un- 

der their ſeveral Heads, and examine as 1 
go on, Whether they are any thing at all 
to the Purpoſe ? In which Enquiry, if the 

L ibeller ſhews the Weakneſs ot his Capaci- 
ty, I mult needs ſay, he ſhews at the ſame 
Time, the Strength of his Malice, and is a 

_ fad Specimen of the Power Mens Paſſions. 
have over their Underſtandings. 


F he Title of his Firſt Chapter of Quota- 
1 tions, tho? the Second i in his Book, is thus; 5 


be Refl Ton of the Proteſtants Pitter 
upon the Church of England in general; 


upon the Clergy and Laity; more particu- 


6 larly «pon the Honourable and Right Ho- 
| 1 nourable 
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( 22.) 
nourable who are employ'd in the Civil 07 


& fices of the Nation : ns within Forte 
&« laſt two Tears“. 


Now let any Man tell us, what the fol- 


F lowing Paragraphs have in them, of Refle. 
CTtion on the Church of England. 


Were I to frame my Opinion of the 


Church, from the Practice of fome a- 
mongſt us, I ſhould renounce her Com- 


| munion to Morrow”. 


* The Tories and High-Church, not- 
withſtanding their Pretences to Loyalty, 


will be found by their Actions to be the 
greatelt Rebels in Nature”, 


« Horrible have been the Abuſes of the 


Teſt, to the damning of Souls, as well 
as Difſervice to the State”. 


5 High-Church can occaſſ jonally conform 


with Oaths of Allegiance, Abjuration- 


Oaths, or any Oaths, "and ſpew e all 
up again. How many pretended Church- 


men .are there who hardly ever enter'd 


into a Church in their Lives, or ſcarcely 
ever took the Sacrament for any other 


Motive than 45 A Qualification for their 
88 Places? | 
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That the Civil Ne bas any 
Right to direct his Subjects what Religi- 
on they ſhall chuſe, or puniſh them for 
differing from him in ſuch Matters, has 
not yer been made appear“. 


Many warm Churchmen are more 
4 


(230 


Places? Are not theſe Occaſional Con- 


-formiſts? And ſhould not ſuch a Law 


be repeaPd, that heaps Damnation up- 


on Men” ? 


„ Theſe high and fierce Zealoty are for 
Terms of Communion of their ow Eſta- 


bliſhment, without Seripture“. 


« It is Well known there are many that 


paſs for Proteſtants, and zealous Church- 
men too, that would leave no Stone un- 
turn'd, by which the Overthrow of our 
Settlement might, be N 


. None but God himſelf is to determine 


the Methods of his own Worlhip”. 


Many who receive the Sacrament, live 
very wicked Lives, Swear, and aic 
Drunk the ſame Night“. FL 


careful to avoid the Worſhip of the Diſ⸗- 
- -*% ſentets 


—— 
* 
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2 Murder and Adultery”. 


Judgment as he goes along, in this Caſe, 
till J have mention'd fome of the reſt. 


« England”, 


Clergy of the Church of England is reflect- 
ed on in the following Paragraphs, which 


cern'd to have reflected on. 1 


( 24 ) 


te ſenters, than they are to avoid the Sins of 


1 fhall ave the Reader to make his 


The Title of the next Chapter runs thus; 


„ Refledtions cf the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
upon the Orthozox Clergy of the Church of 


It will puzzle as Cunning : 2 Man as our 
Author, to tell us, which of the Orthodox 


mark'd out only ſuch as are wicked and de 
bauch'd, who, it ſeems, he Is much con- | 


« There are fame Church-men that have 
Conſciences like Oftriches Stomachs, that 
will digeſt Tron; for no Oath or Teſt is 
« too hard for their Caſe harden'd Conſci- 
ences, which can ealily diſpenſe with all, 
to ſerve a Turg”. 
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* The Church of England can never be : 
reſtored to her Original ie till the | 
7 IP uncxam. 
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(25) 
unexampled Wickedneſs of a Sett of Men, 
who are diſguiſed among, and wear the 
Habit of our T lergy, are purged cut”? 


6 There - are a fort of Men among the 


Clergy, who ought, and I hope w in be 


purg'd out of the Church; I fay, I truſt 
they will alſo, becauſe their Iniquities 


ſeem to be come to the full Height, and 
to call aloud for that Vengeance, as will 
ah the Civil Auth ority, as from Hea- 

They ſeem now to have filPd up 


= 1e Mieses and to have awaken'd ju- 
{tice againſt them, which with its leaden 
Wings has been too ſlow in reſenting the 
Infults it has receiv'd, and has forborn 


them ſo long, till they begin to perſuade 


themſelves into a ridiculous Notion of 

their being formidable to the Govern» 
ment, and that it dares not, becauſe 
. does not, ſtrike. How long ſhall Ju- 
ſtice be with-held by the Royal Clemen- 


cy to its own Hurt? How long ſhall the 


King ſpare thus the Vipers that would 
ſting him“! 


« Vicious Clergymen are found effekt · 


ally diſpers'd over the whole Face of this 


Church, and almoſt in every Corner of 


the Nation, who ſpread Vice like a Con- 
F tagion 
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« tagion through the Country, and dread- 
fully debauch the Morals of the People“. 


A Pack or party of ſcandalous, wick- 
ed, and profane Men, who appropriate 
to themſelves the Name of High. Church, 
(but may more properly be ſaid to be 
Jeſuits or Papiſts in Maſquerade) do take 
liberty to teach, preach, and print pub- 
 lickly and privately, Sedition, Contenti- 
** ons, and Diviſions among the Prote! ſtants 
of this Kingdom”. 


3 Nothing has more encourag hy La- 
* 1ty in their Vices, or ſunk the Credit of | 
our Clergy, than the ſcandalous Lives of | 
ſome of the Function. Tis no Wonder 
that the Lives of flagitious Clergymen 
bring in more Proſelytes to Wickedneſs 
and Vice, than ever their Preaching will 
make Votaries to Religion and Virtue. 
They may long enoug oh commend Vir- 
* tue, and declaim apainkt Vice; but how 
ſhould the People believe them, when 
they do not live as if they believed them- 
ſelyes? And while ſo many of our Cler- 
gy make no great ſcruple of Conſcience 
„ to Drink and Whore, and Swear and 
*© Game, and Droll on the Bi ble, and Pro- 
fane the Sunday, and neglect the molt 
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4 important Duties of their Paſtora! Charge, 
* *tis no Wonder if the Laity think rhem- 
* ſelves authoriſed to take the lame Li- 
« berty“. 


&© As far as I can learn, a ſtricter Enqui. 


„ry is made into Men's Qualifications for 
« the Miniſtry by the Diſſenters, than by 


of that Affair among you”. 


Mlultitudes of the Clergy diſſent from 
the Eftabliſh'd Church in FOOD” . 


The Fourth Chibiar comes next in 
Cour. le, the Title runs thus; I 


Ace 2 of the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
© ; the Diſcipline and the Canons, Arti- 
CC 


" land'. 


Now let us . over tlie following Pa- 


ragraphs, beſides many more as little to the 
| Purpoſe; ; and let him fſhew us one Word of 
the Liſcipline, the Canons, the Articles, 
and Ceremonies of the Church of England 
in them, if he can; aud if not, pray le: 


thoſe who have uſually the Management 


cles WP Cerem onics 7 the Church of Eng- 


| him tell us, What he quoted chem tor ; un 
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leſs it was to expoſe Himſelf, and his Bre- 


thren of the High. Flying Clergy. 


« If any of theſe Spiritual Princes, the 


Clergy, happen to quarrel with their 
Netghbours, ir way be, tor nothing but 


becauſe they cannot exactly quadrate with 


* their Frinciples, ſtrait they have them in- 
to their Inquiſition: This is the moſt hor- 
rid Hypocriſie imaginable, and a down- 
right giving he Lie to > the New Teſta- 


ment”. 


« We could wiſh the ſevere Clauſes ; in 


the Athanaſian Creed were expung'd; for | 
we think it no more becomes us to damn 


Folks in the Church, than in the Streets”. 


« The en dale Abuſes bf Excommuni- 


cation, in theſe latter Days, have made 


it lo contemptible, that Sinners do no 


more value it than Men do the threat- - 

' ning Predictions of a common Almanack- 
maker concerning Thunder and | Light- 
ning”. 


« Some of the beſt Miniſters in the 


46 
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Church have confeſs'd, that after forty | 
ears preaching in their Pariſh, they | 


E knew 


_* the Obedience of Rome. 
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knew not of one Soul converted in all 
that time. 


” The Sidging. Men and Boys in Cathe- 
drals, as ſoon as they have done Ain 


there, are alſo Actors: in the Play-houſes®, 


0 Where. ever you find an ignorant Bigot, 
obſerve him at Church, ſee how zealous 
he is in the outſides of Devotion, watch 
bow he faces to the Eaſt when he ſays the 
Creed, how he diſtinguiſhes himſelf by 
the loweſt Obeyſance at the word Jeſus, 
what a Scrape he has for the Altar as he 


* paſſes by it, how loud in the Refponſes, 
2 Which however he repeats like a Farrot'. 


„ We have a long while been clouded by 


Confuſions in the Church, by a tal: 
Prieſthood, who have not only brought 
in an innumerable number of Pagan Rites, 
and Jewiſh Ceremonies, but by their 
Helliſh Skill have juſt broke through our 
Conſtitution, and almoſt reduc'd her o 


: « All that the Coammitces and others have 


wrote and ſaid againſt the Biſhop of Ban- 


* gor, is 5 a Confirmation of What he has 


* advan. 
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advanced againſt the Encroachments, of 
' a Certain Sett of Prieſts”. 


„ The Report of the Committee is be- 
come an Officious Libel, to ſay no worſe 


of it, thrown into the World as a Bone 
of Strife, farther to embroil Mankind”, 


What is id, wil ſufficiently ſhew how 
empty and trilſing, as Well as unjuſt and 


injurious, this Proceeding of the Lower 


Houle hath. been”. 


There can be no doubt that the greateſt 
Numbers in ſome Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, 


inſtead of ſerving the Intereſt > Truth, 


have had ſomething elle principally in 


view". | 


„ have made a ſhort Inquiſition into 
the Power of our preſent Convocations, 


which may be of uſe to inform the Peo- 
ple how zlegaly that Party, which arro- 
gared to itſelf the Title of the only True 


Charch-men, has acted in the Caſe of the 
Lord MDOP of Banger”, 


x We may ſee how cloſely o our preſent 


High-Plyers purſue the Steps of their Po- 
* piſh Fredccefiors, in reckoning thoſe who 
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diſpute the uſurp'd Power of the Church 
to be Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, or what 


26 5p he Report of the Committee i is pub- 
liſn'd in a very inſolent manner, and that 
it may bear the greater Authority, and 


have more Effect to inflame the Minds of 
the Populace, who are too much de- 
bauch'd already from their Loyalty, bj 


the ſeditious Arts of the High- Church Fa- 


ion, it is pabliſh'd as the Vote of the 
Lower Houle, Nemine Contradiceute This 


gives too much Ground to ſuſpect, that 


the Publiſhers at leaſt did this with a ſe- 
ditious View, to poſſeſs the Nation with 
an Opinion that the Church is in Danger 
to be Overturn'd by his Majeſty, ſince the 
Sermon was Publiſh'd by His aA 
ſpecial Command“. 


What Coherence is here between the 
Charge and the Evidence; the Charge is 
Reflection upon the Diſcipline, Canons, Ar- 
ticles and Ceremonies ; and to prove this, 
here are four or five Inſtances brought, 
which contain nothing but ſome Refi. ions 
pon the Committees Report againſt the 
Brſhop of Bangor; which is as much to the 
> > urpoſe, as a Windmill 1 iS to a Greek Lex 

| Lon, 
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con, or a Doctor's Scarf 1 to a Trouper 
eee 


Come we next to examine the Reflections 


upon the Orthodox Clergy, with which he 


charges the Diſſenters; and this he cloſes 
with an en; Gi Ear 0 Hea- 


dens 4 


1 have copied ſome of the leben Refle- 


| Rtions in all his Book upon the Clergy ; and 


I have ſtriQtly ſurvey d all the Rett, and J 


do not ſee one Word reflecting upon the 
| Clergy in General; only upon ſuch of them 
as all Wiſemen reflect upon, and as the beſt 
ol the Clergy are aſham d of, and ſuch as it 
is own d would be the Intereſt of the Church 
ol Ergland to have reducd to a better Con- 
duct, and to deſerve better of the Mother 


who they ſerve, and whoſe Bleſſing they 


: pretend to value. 


How can this Scoarge to his Brethren, 


pretend to anſwer it to the World, to call 


ſuch Men as theſe the Clergy ! Or to ſug- 
geſt, That reflecting upon the debauch d 


unworthy Part of the Clergy, is reflecting 


upon the whole Body of the Orthodox Cler- 


- gy: He puts the D:ſſezters upon Vindica- 
king themlelves, too much at the Ware ce 


of 
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of the Clergy ; and to juſtify themſelves | 


from the Imputations of this ſcurrillous Li- 
beller, they muſt be was d ro tell who they 


at there gre: ſuch 


deſerve all that has been ſaid. | 
But what is all this to the ſober, grave, 


reliviions Gentlemen of the Clergy ; are any , 
Men concern'd but the Guilty Perſons: For 
Example, When Page 19. an Author quoted 


by this Gentleman, to have reflected upon 


Dr. Sache verel, is brought in, pray What is 


this to the Reverend, Pious, and Learned 
Dr. Bradford. 


« Poctor Pucbrend of Holbourn, that 
WOE! Prieft and Incendiary, has com- 


pas sd his chief Ends, the Loaves and 
„ Fiſhes; and let his Church be in never 
o much Danger now, he will be no Mar- 
tyr for it, or hazard his fat Renefice for 

any Cauſe good or bad, except the Devil _ 
„ owes him a Shame, and outwits him, 
and leaves him in the lurch at laſt”. * 
4. There are too many ſuch ſort of Prieſts, 
„ who truly endanger the Church and all 
the Proteſtants throughout Eurape; you 


may know them by this Mark, they are 


generally the mott Ignorant, Lewd, and 
„ Debauch'd part of the Clergy, and the 
S: n of their Followers and Diſci- 
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15 are the very Scum and Dregs of 
Mankind. 


Wherein can this be call d 2 Reflection 


upon any but thoſe who it would be a Re- 
proach to own, and muſt be a Scandal to 
this Libeller to defend = : 


all; 


cc 
| C6: 
* 


Take ſome other of theſe Reflections, of 


p49 it would be Endleſs to go thro' them | 


and the Caſe is exactly the ſame. 


, @ There are too many ſuch ſort of Prieſts, . 


Who truly endanger "hs Church and all 


1 Proteſtants throughout Europe; you 


know them by this Mark, they 


2 generally the oſt Ignorant, Lewd, 4 
and Debauch'd part of the Clergy, and 
„ the Majority of their Followers and Dil. 
ciples are the very Scum and Dregs ct 
Mankind”. 


% Among the inferior Glens, Men are 


found whole Principles and Practices are 
à Scandal to the Church, and whoſe Re- 
formation, *tis fear'd, muſt now be the 


Work, not of private, but of publick Ju- 


ſtice. The Parſons are not only become 
the Subject of Satyr and juſt Sarcaſm a. 
mong the Men of Wit, but even the 
Tale and jeſt of the Common People; 
their Winter- Evening and Fire fide Con- 


verſation are fill d up with ridiculing and 
7 erpaling the Clergy ; ; and the very Office 
grows 


0 
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« orows into Contempt, by the ſcandalous 


* 


- 


* 


ſels that Officiate. 


VI cannot but think a great many of the 
Clergy have loſt their Reputation of late 

„ Years, in confining themfelves ſo much 

* to the uneditying Subjects of Politicks and 
Schiſm, or in managing more important 

Subjects in ſo cold and lifeleſs a Manner 

as they have done, or in running ſo 

much from the Articles of the Church ol 5 


CC 


40 
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« England”. 


"oP We have a ſort of Proteſtant Clergy 
in our own Times, that are not to be 
„ hound by Oaths, and much leſs by Pro- 


c 


CC 


miſes and Subſcriptions?” ; 


cl 


© of them as walk diforderly, to reform 


what is amiſs in their Converſations, our 


„ vided for“. 


In a Word, this is the Saks « the whole ' 
Work; the Quotations he has made, are ei- 
ther ſuch as affect only the vicious, ſcan- 
dalous Clergy, who are a Shame to the 
Church; or are not appoſite to his Def gn, 


and ſo are nothing to the Purpoſe; | 


Fx 5 N 1 


“Conduct of ſome of thoſe Earthen Vel. 


— — 


** Until the Clergy have more Chriſtian 
Moderation in their Tempers, ard a more 
ſpeedy Method is found out to oblige ſuch 


Pariſhes are not like to be better pro- 
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It would be next enquir'd as before, Whe. 


ther he knows, and how he can prove, 
That all theſe Quotations are from the Wri- 


tings of Diſſenters? And it he does not do 
this, he does nothing: Thoſe who he quotes 
by Name, I'm willing to take upon Truſt ; 


loch as Mr. Entie of Plimouth, Mr. Fierce of 


Exeter, Mr. Bradbary, &c. but for all the 


reſt of his Authors, he would do well to let 
the World know, what he has done to obtain 
ſo great Credit, that we ſhould' rake it for 

granted, upon his bare Suppolition, That 


all the Books which he has quoted, were 
written by Diſſenters; on the other Hand, I 


am aſſur'd that ſeveral arg nor, 
WW hat Scoareing then does this Scourger de- 


ſerve, from all the Lovers of Truth, who 
ſhould heppen to dip into his monſtrous 
Collection of Authors, and ſhall find that 
all theſe Things are charg'd as the Act and 
Deed of the Diſſenters ? And yet this Author 


has not ſo much as told us, That he is ſure 


the Books were written by Diſſeuters - Let 


us ſee his Liſt of Authors, or of Books ra- 
ther; for as to the Authors, he has left 
them to be gueſs'd at: The Titles he gives 


us are as follows, 


Zeal of the Tories. FL 
Reaſons for a Union. 
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Rea'ons for Enabling Proteſtant Diſſenters, | 
Coriſtianity no Creature 5f State. 
Tori ſin the worſt of the Iwo. 

The Repeal of the Act again Occaſional 

| Conformity, 
The x emoval of the Sacramental Te. 

An equal Capacity. 

Church Anatomy, 

Plain Reaſons for Diſfining. . 

Plain Dealing. 

State AnMomy. 

The Black mouth*d Dottor. 

Faction in Power, 
Reaſons for Viſiting the Univerſtie 
_ A Letter to Dr. Bils. 

Motives to Union. 

Queſtions of Preſent Importance. 

Lay Noncon juſtify d. 

Vindication of Plain Dealing. 

Pourtraicture of Ring Jame: the Firſt, and” 
King Charles the Firſt, 

Convocation Craft. 

The Relels Dom. 

Second Letter to Dr. Bils. 

Report Re ported. 
Snale in the Graſs. 

Duty of Chriſtians, 

Miller's " decount f Univerſti ries, 


1 


0 


Here 


— 2 
F 
4 
Ui! 
ö = 1 
| 
* 

ri 


(33) 


Here are eight and twenty Books, which 


this Author brings in to ſupply his Cata- 


logue of Scandal; all that is quoted from 


theſe Books, is exprefly call'd by him, the 


Proteſtant Diſſenters Reflections. &c. and 


yet he has not told us how he knows, 


or how we that read his elaborate W ork, 

ſhall know that theſe Books are written by 
; Diſſenters : That we muſt take : in verbum [a- 
cerdotis, (viz, ) upon his Word; becauſe he 


is a Clergyman of the Church of England. 
Again, Had they all been written by Dz/- 
ſenters, which is evidently falſe ; yet as be- 


fore, nothing is more certain, than That the 
General Scope of all theſe Books, and all the 
Satyr and Force of them, is bent, Not againſt 
the Univerſities in General, or at the Conſti- 
tution of the Univerſities; but againſt ſuch 

Practices, ſuch Cuſtoms, ſuch Laws in the 


Univer lities, as by the Confeſſion of the beſt, 


and wiſeſt, and moſt conſtant Friends to the 
Univerſities, want, and ought. to he te- 
om d, alrer'd and amended, 


Not againſt the Church of England, or the 


Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church; but againſt the Abuſes that are crept 
into Her Worſhip and Diſcipline, which occa- 
ſions ſo many to diſſent from Her; and which 

if they were ads d, the Diſſenters would 


have 
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have leſs Excuſe for their Separation, and by 
Conſequence would de fewer in Number. 


Not againſt the Clergy of the Church of 
England, as ſuch, or univerſally or generally 
ſpeaking ; but againſt the immoral, ſcanda- 


lous Lives, and againſt the diſaffected Faco- 
bite Conduct, of {ich of the Clergy as diſtin- 


guiſh themſelves; ; the firſt againſt God and 
Religion, to the great Scandal of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal i-iſcipline; and the laſt againſt the Go- 
vernment of King George, and in Favour of 
a Popiſh Rebellion; ;, to the great Scandal of 


the 1 they ſerve; and to the expoſing 

themſelves as a Generation of Men, who no 
Principles can direct, no Oaths can bind; 
who all Wiſtmen ought to expoſe, and all 
| honeſt Men abhor. 


This, I fay, is the general Scope of the 
Authors he has quoted; and it may be at- 
firm'd to their Honour, That it is ſo; While 
this Writer, this Clergyman; in Diſhonour 


to his Calling, far from making the leaſt Al- 


lowance for, or Suppoſition of any Deficien- 


ey in the Lives and Morals of thoſe Clergy- 


men; or that there are any Wickedneſſes a- 
mong them to be reform d: Far from grant- 
ing that theſe Clergy men who have worn 


to King George, and yet have propagated 


Tumults and Rebellion, own'd and pray'd 
125 and N drunk and rattled for the 


Pretender, 
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Pretender, F any rebuke: Far from 
granting, That the Diſcipline of the Church 


requires to be better executed; or, That 
there is any occaſion to regulate or reform 


the Univerſities; eſpouſes all theſe Deficien- 
cies into the Boſom of the Church in the 


Gross, and will have it be, That whoever 


writes for the Reformation of the wicked 


Part of the Clergy, vilifies the Clergy in ge- 


neral: Whoever writes for the better Regu- 


lating of the Univerſities, attacks the . 
verſities: Whoever writes oa ſtrict Exe- 


cution of the Diſcipline of the Church of 
England, attempts to ſubvert her Diſciplive 
and Canons; Ca'as Contrarium derum e 

No let him abſtract theſe Things fr om 
Th Quotations, and the Remainder will ap- 
pear to be ſo inſignificantly few, That no 
Man, but one delirious, and empty of all 
manner of common Senſe, would have put 
his Friends to the Trouble of a Pamphlet a: 
gainſt them; valeſs it was one who like the 
- Devonſhire f ker, could comfort himſelf at 
the Gailows, when he was to be hang'd for 
frogs 7 hat he had done ſorting. « to be 
ſpot en of when he was dead. 
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